


“Either God is not powerful enough or God is 
not good enough.  No matter, where I land, the 
only choice I feel like I have left is to diminish 

my view of God.” 



Mark 14:36 

“Abba, Father, everything is 
possible for you.”



you’ve heard that misery loves 
company, but company doesn’t 

remove the pain of misery 



Praying in Silence



in Prayer we expect God’s response 
and we depend on it



Why are you so in touch with my 
trivial needs of my life and so 

distant from my deepest desire?



how attached to Jesus you are, 
because so much good was built on 

Him



Mark 14:36 

“Abba, Father, everything is 
possible for you.”



Matthew 7:7-8
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you 

will find; knock and the door will be opened to 
you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one 

who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, 
the door will be opened.”



a DEEPER INVITAITON 



prayer is a journey that has 
relationship and need in it



need drives us to our knees, 
but relationship keeps us 

there



Ask -  refers to the 
requests that bring us to 

prayer



Ask, SEEK



Jesus is telling us when we come to 
ask we discover a relationship 

amid the mess 



Ask, SEEK, Knock



We come for the gift, but we 
get the Giver



remember that that deep 
invitation requires 

persistence



Ask, seek and knock implies not a single 
action, but an ongoing action, one that 
takes place in the present and into the 

future



“Keep on asking, keep on seeking, keep 
on knocking.”



Luke 18:1-4
“Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that 

they should always pray and not give up. 2 He said: “In a certain 
town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared 

what people thought. 3 And there was a widow in that town 
who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice 

against my adversary.’ 4 “For some time he refused. But finally 
he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care what 

people think,



Luke 18:5-8
5 “yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that 

she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack 
me!’” 6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge 
says. 7 And will not God bring about justice for his chosen 

ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting 
them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and 

quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith 
on the earth?”



in response to the waiting that prayer 
entails, have lowered their 

expectations about God



Eugene Peterson
“prayer is not begging God to do something for us that 
he doesn’t know about, or begging God to do something 
for us that he is reluctant to do, or begging God to do 

something that he hasn’t time for.  IN prayer we 
persistently, faithfully, trustingly come before God to 

the deeper invitation, submitting ourselves to his 
sovereignty, confident that He is acting, right now, on 

our behalf.”


